
Jesus’ Parables in Chronological Order

Parable #43   —   Matthew 25:1-13   —   Foolish and Wise Virgins

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their1 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five2 

were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 3 

The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was4 5 

a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet6 

him!’
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said7 8 

to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go9 

to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The10 

virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door
was shut.

“Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’11 

“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’12 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.13 

Parable #44   —   Mark 13:32-37   —   Servants Must Remain Watchful

“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the32 

Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time33 

will come. It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants34 

in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the35 

house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the
rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you36 

sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ ”37 

New International Version (NIV)



Parable #43   —   Matthew 25:1-13   —   Foolish and Wise Virgins

1. When was a time you were late to an important event? Why were you delayed?
Could you have avoided being late? How?

2. Why were some of the virgins described as foolish? What made the others wise?

3. What did the foolish virgins ask of the others? How did the wise ones respond
when asked to help the ones who had not prepared? Was this fair?

4. In what ways do you tend to count on more mature Christians or ride on their
coattails?

5. How did the bridegroom respond when some of the virgins want to come to the
wedding late? (Matthew 25:12)

6. What responsibility does each Christian while waiting? (Matthew 25:13,
Hebrews 10:23-25, 13:1-5, James 1:22-25, 4:7-10)

7. Why do we tend to think and act like we have all the time in the world before
Christ’s return?

8. What are the possible consequences of putting off thinking about Christ and
spiritual growth until later? Why is continual preparation for Christ’s return better
than “last minute cramming?”

Parable #44   —   Mark 13:32-37   —   Servants Must Remain Watchful

1. How do you think the disciples would have reacted if Jesus told them her would
not return for at least another 2,000 years?

2. How might a detailed outline of future events be a hindrance, rather than a help,
to our faith in God?

3. What did Jesus say the servants should do to occupy their time until the owner’s
return? (Mark 13:34)

4. How should we occupy our time as we wait for Christ’s return? What specific
task(s) do you think God has given you to do as you wait for Christ’s return?

5. In what ways do we need to be on guard (13:33) until Christ returns? (Matthew
7:15, 24:11, 24:24, Jeremiah 14:13-15, 23:16, 2 Peter 2:1-3, Ephesians 6:11-12,
Titus 2:11-14)
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Parable #44 — Mark 13:32-37 — Servants Remain Watchful — Leader’s Notes

5. Matthew 7:15 - Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.

Matthew 24:11 - and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.

Matthew 24:24 - For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great
signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible.

Jeremiah 14:13-15 -  But I said, “Ah, Sovereign LORD, the prophets keep telling13 

them, ‘You will not see the sword or suffer famine. Indeed, I will give you lasting
peace in this place.’ ”

Then the LORD said to me, “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I14 

have not sent them or appointed them or spoken to them. They are prophesying to
you false visions, divinations, idolatries and the delusions of their own minds. 

Therefore, this is what the LORD says about the prophets who are prophesying15 

in my name: I did not send them, yet they are saying, ‘No sword or famine will
touch this land.’ Those same prophets will perish by sword and famine.

Jeremiah 23:16 -  This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Do not listen to what
the prophets are prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak
visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD.

2 Peter 2:1-3 -  But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there1 

will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies,
even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on
themselves. Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth2 

into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they3 

have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their
destruction has not been sleeping.

Ephesians 6:11-12 - Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand11 

against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but12 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Titus 2:11-14 -  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all11 

men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live12 

self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the13 

blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for14 

himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.


